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The first book to speak out against the pervasive influence of the American-Israeli Public Affairs

Committee (AIPAC) on American politics, policy, and institutions resonates today as never before.

With careful documentation and specific case histories, former congressman Paul Findley

demonstrates how the Israel lobby helps to shape important aspects of U.S. foreign policy and

influences congressional, senatorial, and even presidential elections. Described are the undue

influence AIPAC exerts in the Senate and the House and the pressure AIPAC brings to bear on

university professors and journalists who seem too sympathetic to Arab and Islamic states and too

critical of Israel and its policies. Along with many longtime outspoken critics, new voices speaking

out include former President Jimmy Carter, U.S. Representative Cynthia McKinney, Senator Robert

Byrd, prominent Arab-American Dr. Ziad Asali, Rabbi Michael Lerner, and journalist Charles Reese.

In addition, the lack of open debate among politicians with regard to the U.S. policy in the Middle

East is lamented, and AIPAC is blamed in part for this censorship. Connections are drawn between

Americaâ€™s unconditional support of Israel and the raging anti-American passions around the

worldâ€”and ultimately the tragic events of 9/11. This replaces 1556520735.
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The author of this book, Paul Findley, was a Congressman from Illinois for some 22 years. This puts

him in the unique position to criticize his target. That target is the pro-Israel lobby, specifically

AIPAC (The American-Israel Public Affairs Committee). Findley believes that many politicians have



lost elections due to the influence of this group. Findley himself thinks they played a role in his own

defeat in the early 1980's. Why would AIPAC use lobbying clout to defeat politicians? Because

some of these figures dared to question the intimate relationship between the U.S. and Israel.The

book is extremely well written and organized, although there are no numbers in the text to match the

endnotes at the back of the book. At first, I snickered at some of the accusations Findley makes.

After all, shouldn't a criticism of AIPAC be extended to ALL political action groups? Wouldn't it be

just as easy to point out that this is a symptom of a larger problem, that of outside influence in

politics? What quickly becomes apparent is that AIPAC uses threats and intimidation to cow any

voices that speak out against what Israel is doing to the Palestinians. Those who can't be dealt with

immediately are publicly branded as anti-Semites or Jew haters. Some are even compared to Nazi

war criminals. The people Findley discusses are hardly goose-stepping thugs. They are people who

are concerned that Israel is using American weapons to kill innocent civilians. Some oppose the

Israeli theft of Palestinian land, or Israeli spying within U.S. institutions. Almost all of these people

begin to receive letters, threatening phone calls and other heavy-handed tactics designed to shut

them up.
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